The people I am after are no fools. You can't get away from it that in the eyes of capitalists the Saint-Phalle Bank, for example, would gain nothing by calling itself: ' Bank of Europe and America.'"
The apartment consisted of a fairly large, square hall and three rooms, all spacious and well proportioned. Two, the entrance to which faced you, looked out on the boulevard and had a little balcony. These were the former drawing-room and dining-room of the apartment, to the left. They communicated through a double door. The third room, whose door was to the left of the entrance, was lit from the courtyard. To the right of the entrance, a little door led to the kitchen and its dependencies. The hall was not dark. It received light through the glass door of the dining-room and through an oval fan-light on to the staircase.
" You see how bright and cheerful it is ; and compact, too. A fine ante-chamber, eh ? I'll put a few chairs in it. That's where we'll make ordinary visitors wait-people like clerks and messengers. Or, for that matter, in general, people whom I don't know. You will ask them to put their names down on a little paper tablet - oh yes, we shall have to get some sort of table, too - their names and what they want. You will bring the slip in to me. ;If I'm not busy, I shall tell you to show the person in here." He opened the door of the drawing-room.
" For the time being, we shall have nothing in here but two quite simple armchairs, and an ordinary table, which I shall cover with a cloth. Yes, also a few old magazines, which I can pick up on the quays. After that, I shall come and meet the visitor myself. A door that opens of itself, like a doctor's. That makes a good effect. Later on we'll make this a regular salon. For the time being, I'm concentrating a bit on furnishing my own office.
" Here are those unfinished shelves. They are not so bad as it is. A moulding will improve them. The whole thing stained mahogany. The day after to-morrow they are delivering me a big desk-table, old-style, of mahogany and bronze, with an arm-chair and two odd chairs. I nearly took